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PROS AND CONS OF TEACHING AND LEARNING IN A SAME-SEX CLASSROOM
Qualitative Research Study
Introduction 
The education system in the United States comprises two major categories depending on the nature of learners in one allocated classroom set up. Either student learn as same-sex or co-educational. In this research problem, the essay will make use of quantitative analysis to analyze the pros and cons of teaching and learning in the same-sex classroom set up over coeducational classrooms. The expectations of the findings are such that participants in this study and the research place show bias in the opinions of the research questions posed through either interviews or questionnaires. 
Research questions
i) Is teaching/learning in a same-sex classroom the same or different than learning in a co-ed classroom?
ii) What are the pros of learning/teaching in a same-sex classroom? How does learning/teaching in a same-sex classroom help students succeed in certain subject areas?
iii) What are the pros of teaching/learning in a co-educational classroom? How does teaching/learning in a co-educational classroom help students succeed in certain subject areas
Literature Review
Same-sex education refers to a teaching and learning environment in which the educational institution offers learning to the learner of single-sex; either boy or girls and not both. Co-educational learning involves both boys and girls learning in the same educational environment be it the school or simply classrooms. Different research points out different perceptions of the learning environment. For instance, a study by Henebery (2017) shows that the co-educational system of learning leads to academic failure of both boys and girls. This, therefore, supports my research argument that single-sex classrooms are advantageous over mixed classrooms. Through related literature discussed below, enormous findings are indicating the advantages of same-sex classroom education over the co-educational classroom as well as its disadvantages. 
Research done by Sather (2007) indicates that co-ed classrooms in both public and private American schools fail boys. Male students often find themselves bottom in the class and hence forcing them to attend remedial classes. Also, most of the suspended students dare boys.  His finding, therefore, promotes the idea of same-sex classrooms as it promotes the performance and discipline of the male child. Sather’s study is further backed up by Gurian et al (2009) whose findings show that girls and boys have different brain accommodation capacities. Furthermore, Stanberry (2015) adds that in Hawaii same-sex schooling education is the driving force of political, civil rights, socio-economic and legal issues.  Lirgg (1994) examined the effect of environment on student physical education. Thie findings indicate that boys and girls in co-ed perform almost to the same extent, their counterparts in single-sex schools are much better. Although many students both boys’ and girls’ study in the same setup and the learner relationship is quite harmonious, coed classrooms do not assure that boys and girls can work and coexist effectively while solving academic problems (Fabes et al, 2018). Despite same-sex schools having many advantages, it also has its share of negative effects. According to his findings (Kuanysh, 2017 and Yasin et al 2020), points out same-sex classrooms have a negative influence on the learner's individuality and perception of the opposite gender. Li et al (2018) adds that single sex schooling show controversies and differences in learner friendship, dating, and sexual orientation. The research by Li et al found that, compared to graduates of coeducational schools, graduates of single-sex schools reported a different gender composition in intimate friendships favoring the same sex, less romantic involvement with other-sex close friends, older age at first date, fewer boyfriends or girlfriends, and more past same-sex sexuality.
Conclusion 
The findings show that much of the literature reviewed shows one side of the research. From the above foregoing, many of the research only provides the pros of single-sex schools. This research will further provide the cons of same-sex classrooms which have not been highlighted by the previous research. To add to it, the research by Tichenor et al (2015) will be used to further provide qualitative evidence of the impact of the same sex classroom on student performance concerning different subjects such as sciences, mathematic, arts, and sports. 



Quantitative Research Study 
Introduction 
The majority of the current studies investigate the differences that arise in the reading assessments and scores between the learners in same-sex classrooms and their counterparts in co-ed classrooms. In this research, I will investigate the factors that contribute to the differences in the test scores using quantitative research study methods. The independent variables in the study are the reading assessment groups' scores from both same sex and co-ed learners. Since data will be collected from a co-ed learner environment, there will be no dependent variables. The study expects to show that same-sex classroom has an advantage in assessment performance over co-educational classrooms. 
Research Hypothesis
We hypothesize that the same-sex (all female) classroom reading assessment scores will be higher compared to the reading assessment scores in the co-ed classroom due to the positive effects same-sex classrooms have on student assessments.  
Research Questions
i) Do learners in same-sex classrooms have better performances in reading assessment scores over their counterparts in co-ed classrooms? 
ii) What is the difference in reading assessment scores for students in a same-sex (all female) classroom versus reading scores in a co-ed classroom?
Related Literature
As stated earlier, the majority of public schools in the US are mixed boys and girls although some are same-sex schools. According to the National Association for single-sex Public Education in America, over 400 public schools have implemented a same-sex educational program. The program has shown advantages such as less distraction, differentiated learning, developed learner education, dropout prevention, and desired outcomes such as improved academic achievement and performance. According to an article by Hart (2020), same-sex education offers a platform for the improvement of academic achievements for both genders. It has been linked to higher and better standards of achievement scores as well as developing a well-rounded individual. 
Research by Gurian et al (2009) indicate that one in every 12000 single-gender schools provide unique opportunities to learners which position them at the forefront of work-related fields. Stanberry (2015) adds that approximately 400 public schools in Hawaii offer same-sex schooling education which is the driving force of American education. Ronspies (2011) conducted a study on 3 boys and 3 girls between the age of 12 and 13 and concluded that students in same-sex classrooms perform better in the reading performance scores. Bellmore et al (2003) conducted a meta-perception and meta-accuracy on 644 fourth-grade learners and noted that children perceive accurately when they are together, that is, girls or boys. Furthermore, the establishment of single-sex classrooms increases the motivation and participation of learners towards science-based subjects such as physics. Amongst 90 female students, 11 have passed through the single-sex education system to pursue Physics at higher learning institutions (Barmao et al. 2015 and Abraham et al. 2020). Last but not least, the co-ed system in the US attempts to bridge the gaps in educational performances by providing platforms to foster mutual learning (Kishore et al. 2019). Nevertheless, the findings of the research by (Herrick, 2009) reviewed had mixed results pointing to differences in gender and stated the benefits of same-sex schooling for girls.
Conclusion 
Generally, the differences in academic performance especially in the reading performance score are very minimal. Plenty of research makes precise conclusions that same-sex schools perform better than co-ed schools. The finding of my research is set to identify if there are any differences in the reading assessments scores for students in a same-sex (probably all female) and co-educational classroom. A major weakness in most of the studies was the lack of socioeconomic and racial diversity of the students involved in the study.
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